Autotransfusion in complex abdominal aneurysms.
We have used a simple adaptation of the cardiotomy suction apparatus for autotransfusion during operation for four aortocaval fistulas and two ruptured internal iliac aneurysms. This has allowed significant blood salvage and maintenance of intraoperative hemodynamic stability. We have had no intraoperative complications and have noted no renal or pulmonary compromise postoperatively. One patient had minor coagulopathy postoperatively that was corrected with fresh frozen plasma and platelet transfusion during the first 12 hours. Autotransfusion for aortocaval fistulas and ruptured internal iliac aneurysms is safe, simple, clinically beneficial and cost effective.